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Note from Partners 

This work was produced as part of the wider "Accountable Governance, Justice and 

Security Project” funded by the United States Government’s Bureau for International 

Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs through the U.S-based organization, Partners for 

Change. Implemented in Nigeria and Sierra Leone under the “Access Nigeria Programme” 

and “Access Sierra Leone Programme”, respectively, the aim was to improve government 

practices especially institutional transparency and to improve understandings between 

government and civil society in the West African sub-region. In Sierra Leone, the "Access 

Programme" aimed more specifically to improve the effectiveness of justice and security 

institutions and to combat impunity. It was funded and administered principally through 

CGG, and its various components in Sierra Leone included "Using Technology to Simplify 

Data on Corruption", Judicial Accountability", the "Freedom of Information Audit", and 

this work. This particular project aimed to analyse the processes, outcomes, impact and 

public reception of 8 ACC cases, rendering this information and its implications for 

governance accessible for policy makers, legal practitioners and the generally interested 

public. 

We consider the methodology and results of this work to be not only experimental, but 

ground-breaking and compelling. On one hand, it includes case reports/summaries with a 

format based on the All England Law Reports, also modeled on the recently launched ACC 

Case Reports, with an attempt to simplify as much as possible the employ of legal jargon. 

On the other hand, it goes much further than providing summaries since it attempts to 

discern patterns in the facts of these cases, in the trial processes and their outcomes and to, 

either streamline or flesh out these discernments with the employ of both desk and 

investigative research, so as to derive governance/policy-expedient conclusions. CGG 

delegated monitoring and supervision to the Centre for Accountability and Rule of Law, due 

to its rights-based orientation and for the benefit of its guidance and experience in trial 

monitoring. Ms. Hudroge was contracted to achieve this work due to her experience in the 

area of case reporting and her keen analytical skills. In full awareness of the time constraints 

of Policy makers, the "Findings and Recommendations" section precedes the body of the 

work. To this end also, each analytical snapshot terminates with a sectional "Overview." In 

observance of scientific research methodology, the snapshots themselves manifest a clear 

computation of available data to arrive at the articulated conclusions. We have no doubt 

about the practical utility of this work and view it as a potentially three dimensional 

prototype on which either case reporting, or policy based research or a sui generis fused 

mode, as is the case here, can be modeled in the interests of both our jurisprudence and 

governance.  

 

Programmes Director, CGG: Mrs. Marcella Samba Sesay       …………………..………… 

 

Executive Director, CARL: Mr. Ibrahim Tommy                     ……………………………… 
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Note from Author  

It should be noted that any tendency to refer to authorities from outside ours, but other 

common law jurisdictions in compiling these case reports in itself speaks to the problem of 

the absence of case reporting in Sierra Leone. It should also be noted that this is a review of 

8 judgements out of 82 ACC convictions,
1
 so that these findings are based on a 

circumscribed view of the available jurisprudence. We definitely cannot avouch these 

findings would subsist as is, were the parameters of this review to be drawn more widely, 

especially in so far as observations about the development of case law are concerned. 

Arguably though, the random selection of cases based only on the dual criteria of their 

notoriety and the fact of their having been tried during the tenure of a single Commissioner 

goes to the authenticity of those issues that are identified as being consistent across all 8 

cases. Then there is the issue of Public Procurement. Public Procurement, (first introduced 

into the Sierra Leone legal system by the Local Government Act 2004 and the PPA 2004 

and until recently regulated by the PPA 2004 and PPR 2006), is summarily addressed in 

snapshot 3 entitled "Conspiracy and Procurement." Snapshot 3 briefly considers modes of 

fraudulent, corrupt or coercive practices, the handling of allegations of flawed procurement 

processes, modes of enforcement of procurement regulations and modes of imposing 

sanctions for breaches thereof. Its final draft was completed and submitted to CGG and 

CARL prior to the passing of the new or amended PPA in 2016. The PPA 2016 was signed 

by President Ernest Bai Koroma on 25 February 2016 making it fully effective. However, 

the sections addressed in our suggestions concerning corrupt, fraudulent and collusive 

practices in Procurement, notably ss. 1, 2, 29, 32 through 40, 42 and 46, remain numbered 

as such in the PPA 2016, with no alteration made to the content/substance of the 

aforementioned provisions that would affect our recommendations. CGG and CARL 

maintain that aside s. 14 on one hand, and ss. 57 and 65 PPA 2016 on the other, which 

increase the powers of the NPPA and IPRP respectively, none of the amendments to the 

original PPA affect the arguments made here. CGG and CARL therefore continue to fully 

support the recommendations made in this work that concern the procurement process and 

proffer that they should be read and understood as continuing to be relevant to the 

procurement process now carried out under the PPA 2016. Our stance is that they remain 

mutatis mutandis equally relevant. 

 

 

Legal Consultant: Ms. Amira Hudroge                        ……………………………………….. 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 The ACC cannot confirm the number of cases it has tried, but confirms they number above 30. 
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